
  

 

 This month has been highlighted with the retreat and various events, which was thoroughly enjoyed by eve-

ryone. One could not help but notice what gives our community abundant life.   

            “Been in Relationship and Fellowship one with another” 

God has created us to be dependent people—dependent on Him and dependent on one another. His judg-

ment in Genesis 2:18, “it is not good for the man to be alone,” is a principle that speaks not only to marriage, 

but to all of life and especially to fellowship of all people. Marriage has I mentioned in the last edition is a 

miniature cosmos of relationships which forms the foundation and soil for other relationships of community 

life.  

No man is an island. None of us has the ability to go it alone. We need the communion or companionship of 

one another. We really need to be “companions on the journey.”  Fellowship both on the vertical and hori-

zontal planes are absolute necessities. We should not … think of our fellowship with other people as a non-

necessity, especially those relationships that are challenging. We should recognize rather that such relation-

ships and fellowships are necessary for our own growth and stretching our personal boundary of forgiveness 

grace and mercy. These relationships are absolutely necessary for our own areas of poverty.  For God has 

made us in such a way that our fellowship with himself is fed by our fellowship with others, resulting in rela-

tionships and meetings with others, to move beyond our own self.  

 The Vertical relationship with God  is our communion and fellowship with the God through the 

Word, prayer, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and the abiding life. 
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The Horizontal relationship with people  is our communion and fellowship with 

others.  

This includes:  

assembling together as a whole body (Acts. 2:42; Heb. 10:25);  
 assembling in smaller groups (2 Tim. 2:2); 
 meeting together one-on-one (1 Thess. 5:11);  
 sharing and communicating truth together and building up one another (Rom. 1:11-

12; 2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Thess 5:11; Philem. 6);  
 sharing together in worship, i.e., the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 10:16), the singing of 

hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16),  
 prayer (1 Cor. 14:16-17), the ministry of the Word (Acts 20:20; 2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Pet. 4:10-11);  
 sharing together as partners in the needs, burdens, concerns, joys, and blessings for the purpose of encourage-

ment, comfort, challenge or exhortation, praise, prayer and physical help according to the needs and ability (cf. 
Phil. 1:5 with 1:19; and 2:4 with 1:27; also 4:3; Rom. 12:15; and 1 Thess. 5:11,14,15; Heb. 10:33). 

 

The above verses causes us to  develop the loving art of communicating with one another with a sense of openness 
and unconditional acceptance . We need to be willing to be vulnerable, share our own burdens and aspirations and 
be available to hear what others are saying,   so we may minister to their needs according to the directives of God. 
The ultimate goal is to build up and enrich others in the things of God that we may all together experience the suffi-
ciency of His life and tune our lives into His.  
We need other people for that.  We need relationships for that. We need to be in fellowship with one another for 
that.  
As the early church was first devoted to the apostles’ teaching, they were also devoted to caring for one another 
and to sharing with one another what they were learning and what Christ was meaning to them (Acts. 2:42; Heb. 
3:12-14). The month of September not only brought the fresh air of spring to us but also breathe the spirit of re-
freshing relationships. 
 
So let us continue the connections, learn humbly from each other  and be of right standing with others. 
 

Love Peace Joy                                   
Krishnee Nair 

 

 

Message from Community Leader 

2 

“I heard it through the Grapevine” 

Fundraising Event at Hunters Hill 
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Message from Homes Coordinator 
  

During our L’Arche Sydney retreat I was invited to share about my story in L’Arche. 

I want to use this opportunity to tell you too what makes L’Arche so special to me. It 

is companionship, acceptance, kindness and everyone.   

Companionship:  I have made some very good friends in L’Arche. I think that somehow 

L’Arche forces us to look behind barriers – engaging with people who we may choose to 

ignore in the ordinary world. And often those people are the ones that have the deepest 

impact on our lives.  

Acceptance: In the Identity and Mission of L’Arche it states that we are working towards a more human society. I think 

we achieve this by fully acceptance each individual. In L’Arche people have the opportunity to grow, find and for most 

accept themselves. And through this process of accepting ourselves we also learn to accept others.  

Kindness: L’Arche provides opportunities to learn and grow. I think that this is amazing in such an outcome driven 

world. And core members may even manage to take it a step further: in a moment of need all conflict seems to vanish 

and the moment is lived without any cloudiness. It is almost like the day before or after does not count – the argu-

ments we may have had or the wrong things I have done seem to disappear in the moment.  

Everyone: Everyone is important and plays a vital role in the life of Community. Because of everyone’s important and 

can contribute core members gifts become a natural part of programs and presentations. Everyone is included.  

And if you add up the first letter of each word you will get CAKE. Because cake is very important in L’Arche 

too.   

Thanks to you all for making L’Arche the amazing place it is.  
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September brought  the true  meaning of spring clean to Burwood house . our month was filled exciting ac-

tivities and nothing came to short of exciting. 
 

At the beginning of the month, we had Family Day,  we met all  our family members for afternoon tea at Campsie 

house.  That weekend was very special for Geoffrey, since he did not only see Warren and Yvonne,  but both of 

them had there birthdays that week too.  Also in that week , Rick joined us for dinner at the Campsie RSL club. Geof-

frey really enjoyed having his dear family members around him. 

As mentioned before we had quite the spring cleaning in the house.On that note and behalf from all in Burwood 

house, we’d like to thank Krishnee, Blanca , Kerrie, Alexander and Alfred for their weeks of work, to get the office 

and the rest of the house and garden in tip top shape.   

We went to Bondi Beach for Cuppa. The place was very relaxing and eve-

ryone enjoyed the view of the Bondi beach. Joanne, Kathleen and Bruce 

jived through the dance music, played by the DJ at the café, and a  good 

walk on the beach after. Off course, we want to go back again for the lovely 

community atmosphere .  

It seems that the warmer weather is opening the beach season for us. We 

drove out to  Dolls Point  recommended by  Kathleen and Geoffrey  who 

already been there  twice with the FRANS day program. That afternoon  

was spectacular seeing a lot of sailing boats out on the water, they must 

have been practicing for a regatta. 
 

We celebrated Lawrence’s 28th birthday on  
September 16, 2016  Lawrence was very 
happy as he got presents on his birthday and 
was very thankful for the people who came 
to celebrate his special day. 

 

 
 

John Coleman’s CD Launch and the L’Arche Sydney fundraiser followed the 

amazing week . For those occasions, we had Claire Lawler with us in the house 

as a guest and we now miss her gentle presence, but she had to go back to work 

and I guess her cat Sassy in Hobart was missing her too. 

For John Coleman’s CD launch we were lucky with the timing, and we  got front 

row seats. The music and poetry was over-

whelmingly  nourishing.  We all took the pur-

chase the CD’s and play them until we learn 

the words.  Geoffrey is also  listening to it be-

tween his Elvis DVD’s.  John Coleman made 

that night special for each of us. He came to 

every one of us and had a chat. Chris  who is 

John’s son had a chat with Geoffrey which he  

really enjoyed.            

 

                     Thank you John and all those, who made that evening  happen. 

 

 

Message from Burwood House 
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Happy Birthday Lawrence 

Having fun at Bondi Beach 



  

 

On Tuesday everyone dressed up in the nicest clothes, with the sunshine and lovely deco-

rations made the ambience of the Fundraiser in Hunter  Hill.  John Coleman welcomed us 

with his soft music and lovely morning tea cakes , fresh smelling coffee, was just to per-

fect.  People listened to what Joanne and Bruce had to share  about the history of L’Arche. 

Our  Australian Catholic University student,  Gloria accompanied us too, and was delighted 

to learn more about L’Arche.   Joanne was took  Francoise around the mansion, also met 

new people and socialised with them, she also enjoyed a round of tennis with Gloria.  

On Friday night Geoffrey still had the energy to go to the Uniting Church in Burwood for a 3 

part  concert .  A lady from Melbourne was performing and singing about true stories from migrating woman in the 

18th century.  

We salute all 

those that 

have gone 

before us.  

 

 

 

We welcome Elina back from her fabulous wedding celebration and we cannot 

wait to  hear all her stories and to see wedding and honeymoon photos. 

Message from Burwood House 

As Spring approaches, so does the wedding season. What better way to 

start the season off than with a celebration of marriage. David, our live-out 

assistant, got married in September to his fiancée, Amy. We went along to 

their wedding which was at Oatlands House. It was a beautiful ceremony 

and the weather was perfect for the occasion. The ceremony was set out-

side in the gorgeous gardens which encircle the building. David’s family 

and friends from Korea attended and it was a big celebration. Love was 

very much in the air and spirits high as speeches were made and songs 

were sung (we’ve discovered a new singer amongst us – David!). It was a 

rich cultural experience too, and we saw the bride and groom in the       

handbook, the traditional Korean dress.  

Congratulations David and Amy! We wish you a happy marriage and may you grow in holiness 

each and    every day  together 
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Message from Campsie House 

Claire Lawler leaving 
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We‘ve settled into our new lounge suite downstairs, which was generously donated by a contact through Peter. The 

couches are much bigger than our old set, so it’s taken our eyes some time to get used to. But the great thing is that 

the seats are higher which makes it friendlier to use, especially for our core members.  

After a couple of stints in hospital, Bonfire is back home. We pray that he continues to get better. He had started us-
ing his walker again and once he is ready again, he plans to go back to it. He has been able to walk much further 
with his walker – even going all the way to Campsie centre and back in his determination to get more bills! 

 

 

Katie has also made new friends with our neighbour and her little dogs from the 
apartments opposite us. Our neighbour was walking with one dog, Chevy, and if it 
weren’t for Chevy sniffing at our driveway, Katie wouldn’t have caught them and met 
them. Katie as always was very welcoming. We played with Chevy and  our neighbour 
came back again with her second dog (Turbo) to say hello. 

Meanwhile, Steph flew down to Hobart with Aileen for the coordinators formation at 
the beginning of September. It was a very nourishing time and she is back home with everyone now. 

We celebrated John Coleman’s new CD launch together with the community at St Columba’s school hall in Leich-
hardt. It was an honour to hear him perform live with his fellow musicians, after we 
have listened to him so much on CD. The night was rich with joy and connection, 
with the music having a wonderful effect on our core members. You could hear 
Bonfire singing along to ‘On You Go’ – just like he does when he’s at home listen-
ing to the songs – or see Katie getting up to 
dance, and listen to Gabriele praying and 
singing along during the songs. We’ve got a 
copy of the CD and it will most certainly be-
come a part of our regular collection.  

 

We most recently attended the annual Hunters Hills fundraiser. As always we 
were blown away by the place and its amazing views. The mansion is set by the 

harbour and you have sweeping views of the ocean glittering under the 
sun and the boats on it. This year the gardens were set up differently 
and we sat around big tables on the bottom garden. Janine sat in a 
prime spot on the balcony with her cuppas, overlooking the garden and 
the ocean beyond. Bonfire, Anthony and Arthur went up with Claire to 
present in front of all the guests 
and share what it is like to live life 
together. It was a beautiful sunny 
day for a   garden party. 

Message from Campsie House 
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September has been an eventful month for L'Arche Merrylands!  

 
On the first of the month, we welcomed Emily, our new live-in assistant from 
America.  She is settling in nicely and is enjoying getting to know everyone.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first outing this month was to park where we took a nice long walk, saw 
some kangaroos and wallabies, and enjoyed nature.  Another big event this 
month was the L'Arche Fundraiser where we sat around in the beautiful sun, 
socializing, saying hello to old friends, and eating the delicious hors d'oeuvres!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joe is doing much better since his last visit to the hospital.  His appetite 

is improving and he is happy to participate in activities with the 
group.     He especially likes outings to the park and rocking in his chair. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Gabriele is doing well.  He continues to enjoy going to church each week 
and saying grace at the dinner table for the house.  And of course, he is al-
ways happy to have a cappuccino whenever we have an adventure! 

Message from Merrylands House 
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Welcome Emily to L’Arche 

Big smiles at the L'Arche Fundraiser! 
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         Andrew is just as happy and smiley as always! He has 

been enjoying his new hobby of coloring and continues to 
enjoy watching trains, whether in real life or on tv!  He also 
likes to cuddle up on the couch with his  iPad in the lounge 
with the group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Everything at the Merrylands house is happy and well!  Love to all and God Bless! 

 

 

Message from Merrylands House 

Jean Vanier –from Daily Thoughts 
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If you would like to receive Jean Vanier’s Daily Thoughts register on www.jean.vanier.org 

Andy's new 
favourite 
hobby! 

Coloring! 
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To all our incredible L’Arche supporters across Australia,   

 

                 L’Arche Sydney welcomes you to join us for   

“ BBQ  - Share a Meal” 
     

    Day: Friday  

    Date : 14th October 2016 

    Time: 6pm 

    Venue: 306 Burwood Road , Burwood 

 

 We will gather to pray together after the BBQ 
 
 

Looking forward to seeing each of you  
 

A Donation will be collected towards supporting L’Arche Australia  

Share a Meal 2016 
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Welcome to Pat’s House! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

At an open house on Saturday, September 24, our new home at L’Arche Boston North was dedicated and 
given its official name: Pat’s House, in honor of our founding assistant Sr. Pat Murphy.   Here are a few pho-
tos from the perfect fall day at 9 Valley Street in Merrimac, Massachusetts. 

Sr. Pat spoke at the dedication, accompanied by longtime assistant and pastoral 
minister Tom Murphy (no relation) and four of the five core members living in Pat’s 
House. 

Fr. Benjamin LeTran (right) from Sacred Hearts Parish in Haverhill and Groveland 
offered prayers of thanksgiving and consecration. 

Over 100 visitors toured Pat’s House, including the kitchen and core member quar-
ters behind. A bright, open living-dining area 
is off the kitchen, while quarters for live-in 
assistants are up a flight of stairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

The new head of Pat’s House is Anna Weaver (left). Her predecessor, Diana Giard (right), becomes pastoral minis-
ter of the community, taking the place of Tom Murphy. Now enrolled in a Ph.D. program at Boston College, Tom will 
continue to be a welcome presence among us. 

International News 
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Robert is now able to explore and develop his love 

of art, even participating in several community art 

exhibitions with support of the NDIS. 

And mum, Krystyna, and dad, Clyde, couldn’t be happier    

because it’s all they’ve ever wanted for their son to have an 

ordinary life, just like everyone else, exploring his interests 

because with the right supports he is capable. 

“Right from the start we’ve always wanted the best outcomes 

for Robert,” Krystyna said. 

“Robert did attend a special school part-time but he spent 

more time at Geelong College where we knew he would 

flourish. 

“There, Robert was involved in music, art and drama. His teachers were great, adapting activities to ensure he felt 

just as accomplished as other students. He just loved it,” Krystyna said. “It was from there Robert developed a real 

love of the arts.” 

Wanting to help their son who is non-verbal and has Down syndrome further pursue his interests, Krystyna and 

Clyde said when he left school they found it challenging to find providers to support Robert’s interests. Fortunately 

they came across an Australian Disability Enterprise (ADE) art studio, which really suited him. 

“I was aware of a local artist, Sharon, who had experience working with people with disability,” Krystyna said. “I ar-

ranged a meeting with her and a group of like-minded parents and we decided to start up our own arts studio, and 

we’ve called it ArtGusto. 

“Sharon loves working with the artists so much so she was recently commended for her work at the 2016 Victorian 

Disability Awards. She’s incredibly dedicated and she’s developed a real bond with each artist. 

“Sharon also donates a lot of her own time, continuing to organise art exhibitions so artist’s get to continually show-

case their works.” 

Throwing their full support behind Sharon and ArtGusto, Krystyna and her group of like-minded parents are planning 

to become incorporated to ensure the studio’s success. 

“We really hope we can make this business model work and in doing so, inspire others to seek alternative ways of 

engaging their loved ones supports so they can continue to explore and develop their interests, just like everyone 

else!” Krystyna said. 

Robert is part of ArtGusto’s Beat the Drum exhibition – a collection of animation, film drawing, sculpture, installation, 
painting and mixed-media, which opens Friday, 23 September, at 5:30pm, at the Sally Walker Project Space, Deakin 
University Geelong Waterfront campus. The exhibition runs until 1 October, from 10am to 4pm, and everyone is wel-
come. Visit www.artgusto.com.au (link is external) for more information and to view all artist’s works. 
 

 

 

About NDIS 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE 

HUNTER COMMUNITY 

MANDATE 2016 - 2017 

Introduction: 

This Mandate reflects the commitment of Hunter L’Arche to the Identity and Mission Statement of the Internation-
al Community of L’Arche. 

Membership: 

The members of the initial Spiritual Life Group of L’Arche Hunter are members of L’Arche Hunter named by 
Board of Hunter to co-ordinate the Spiritual Life of the community.  

Spiritual Life will have a membership of at least five (5), including a member with disability. 

The Board will appoint a Leader for the Group. 

The Board will name the Person from its Board to represent Board at meetings of the Spiritual Life Group. 

Term of Mandate: 

The initial term of the Spiritual Life Group will be for a period of eighteen (18) months. 

In May 2017 the Board will review Mandate and Membership of Spiritual Life Group of the community in consulta-
tion with the Community. 

Meetings of Group: 

The Spiritual Life Group will meet regularly at least once a month. 

Role of Spiritual Life Hunter: 

It will take leadership in the growth of the Spiritual Life of the Community. 

It will support the Community to reflect on the Mission and Identity Statement and the Charter of L’Arche In-
ternational 

It will enhance relationships within the Community through Heart and Hand and Companion Circles. 

It will encourage the community in forming strong relationship with communities of L’Arche Australia and Fed-
eration. 

It will support the Leadership of L’Arche Sydney to provide ongoing formation to the Hunter Community. 

It will support the initiatives of the Board in developing projects of the Community. 

It will report to the Board monthly. This report is intended to update and advise the Board in relation to the 
Spiritual and Community life of L’Arche Hunter 

Spiritual Life Group supports community members with disability in their leadership within the community by: 

Providing members with disability opportunities to deepen their spiritual lives. 

Forming partnerships of Hand and Heart between Members with disability and members without disability and 
support them in their walking together as L’Arche community members. 

L’arche Hunter News 
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Building relationship with Faith and Service Groups that offer members of Hunter L’Arche friendship and support, 
especially to members with disability. 

Recognising gifts of members with disability and encouraging members to bring these gifts to the service and en-
richment of the community. 

Spiritual Life will support members to form community in the spirit of the Identity and Mission Statement of L’Arche 
by: 

Exploring ways to foster the spirit of L’Arche within the community. 

Ensure existing rituals and traditions valued by the community are maintained while continuing to explore new 
ways of deepening spiritual life of the community. 

Preparing for and leading Community gathering each month. 

Building circles of companions from community members around Hand and Heart partners. 

Ensure opportunity for times of prayer for community members each month and at gatherings and celebrations 
of the community. 

Ensuring all in community has the opportunity for times of formation and retreat. 

Explore ways of connecting to new people and families within the local communities. 

Ensuring good communication links are in place so all members are informed of coming celebrations in the 
community and within the wider family of L’Arche. 

Spiritual Life will actively engage with the Board of Hunter L’Arche to ensure that both the Board in their role of be-
ing responsible for the legal, financial and administrative aspects of community and Spiritual life in its role of lead-
ing the spiritual and community life of community are working together. 

Spiritual Life will support the Board in making the Identity and Mission of L’Arche known to Churches and other 
Faith communities with a view to mutual enrichment. 

Spiritual Life and Board will meet at least twice a year to pray together and to reflect in the spirit of Remembering, 
Celebrating and Dreaming. 

Support Board in recording the living story of L’Arche Hunter. 
 

 

 

Kath Bourke 

Coordinator 
Hunter Spiritual Life Group 

30 August 2016 

L’arche Hunter News 
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Crossword 



  

 

 Pray for peace and reconciliation in all the war worn countries. 

 Pray that God will give all Live in assistant the joy and peace as they share life in their way   

 Pray for God’s wisdom to be evident in governments and in all our leaders   

 Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. 

For the winter, when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. 

For the hope of spring, as we are filled with new promise and life. 

For summer time, full of warmth and colour 

And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth. 

You are always with us 
17 
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Oct 4th:   Michael Slinn 

Oct 16th: Kerrie Connor 

Oct 18th: John Coleman 

Oct 19th : Peter Law 

Oct 22: Todd Shea 

Oct 29: Claire Lawler 

Oct 30: Anthony Talarico 

Nov 7th: John Gwynne 

2nd      Pauline Boyce 

4th       Bev Rigby 

20th     Ros Wetzler 

29th     Carolyn Earle 

L’Arche Hunter Birthdays –October 

L’Arche Sydney Club Nights              L’Arche Sydney Spiritual Prayer Nights  

L’Arche Hunter November Birthdays 

 

5th      Wendy Ponsen  

9th      Phil Hughes  

9th      Mikhala Lilly  

13th    Vivienne Nelson  

15th     Stephen Rigby  

 

 

14th October     :  306 Burwood Road , Burwood 

 

1st October:   Community Gathering 

13th October:  Prayer and Spirituality 

21st  October:  Spiritual Life Planning 

Nov 9th:    Wilfred Kenifele  & Kevin Kennedy 

Nov 12th:  Mark Puno & Carleen Cortes 

Nov 14th:  Margaret Hislop 

Nov 16th : Suzanne Tucock 

Nov 19th:  David Treanor 

Nov 22nd: Cameron Cutts  

Nov 23rd : Shoeb Patel 

 

Let’s Pray Together 

October Club  

3rd :       Public Holiday-No club Night 

10th  :    Burwood RSL 

17th   Auburn Tennis Club 

24th :    Campsie  RSL  

31st    Wenty’s League Club 

 

 

L’Arche Hunter Events  

October  and November Birthdays 
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